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DETAILED ACTION 

9 

1 . Claims 1 - 15 are pending and have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 09/21/2006 and 01/25/07 was 
filed before the mailing date of the first Action on the merits. The submission is in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 4, 5 and 13 and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claims 4 and 13 recite "...or input to..." where it should read -...or inputted 
to...—. 

• Claims 5 and 14 recite "...restrict assess to..." where it should read - 
. . . restrict access to. . . -. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

5. Claims 1 - 3 and 12 recites the limitation "the holder". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claims. 

6. Claims 4 and 13 recites the limitation "the device". There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claims. 
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7. Claims not specifically identified are rejected by virtue of dependency. Appropriate 
correction is required throughout the entire application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

■ 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-8 and 10 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hocker et al. in US Patent No. 5930368 (hereinafter US '368). 

9. For claim 1 and similar claim 12, US '368 discloses: 

A system for activating one or more security functions of a mobile device, comprising: 

a) a mobile device holder; (see Fig. 2, item 30: clocking port/area) and 

b) a mobile device containing a proximity detector, (see Fig. 1, item 10: portable device) 
wherein the proximity detector is configured to detect that the mobile device is stored in the 
holder (see column 3, lines 26 - 29: upon docking...), and the mobile device is configured to 
activate one or more security functions when the proximity detector detects that the mobile 
device is stored in the holder (see column 3, lines 24 - 26: encryption key...; column 7, lines 39 
-46). 

For claim 2, US '368 discloses: 
The system of claim 1, wherein the proximity detector outputs a signal when it detects that the 
mobile device is stored in the holder (see Fig. 7; column 8, lines 8-12: wake-up signal...). 

For claim 3, US '368 discloses 
The system of claim 1 , wherein the proximity detector is polled by a processor to determine 
whether the mobile device is stored in the holder (see column 8, lines 16-18). 
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For claim 4 and similar claim 13, US '368 discloses 
The system of claim 1 , wherein the one or more security functions restrict access to select 
information stored in, received at, or input to the device (see column 3, lines 24 - 26; column 7, 
lines 39 - 46). 

For claim 5 and similar claim 14, US '368 discloses 
The system of claim 1 , wherein the one or more security functions restrict assess to all 

■ 

resources of the mobile device (see column 3, lines 24 - 26; column 7, lines 39 - 46). 

For claim 6 and similar claim 15, US'868 discloses 
The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more security functions can only be overridden by a 

* 

user selected password or passphrase (see column 3, lines 24 - 26; column 4, lines 48 - 54; 
column 7, lines 39-46). 

For claim 7, US '368 discloses 
The system of claim 1, wherein the mobile device holder includes a magnet, (see Fig. 10: item 
21 2: column 4, lines 60 - 65; column 9, lines 25 - 30). 

For claim 8, US '368 discloses 
The system of claim 1, wherein the proximity detector is a magnet detector, (see Fig. 9a, item 
206; column 4, lines 60 - 65; column 9, lines 25 - 30) 

For claim 10, US '368 discloses 
The system of claim 1, wherein the proximity detector can differentiate between multiple mobile 
device holders, (see column 2, lines 38-41: address identifier...; column 3, lines 39-43) 

For claim 1 1 , US '368 discloses 
The system of claim 10, wherein the one or more security functions activated can be 
individualized for different mobile device holders, (see column 8, lines 62 - 67: processing 
inquiry) 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/687, 1 39 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2132 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over admitted prior art Lygas. 

For claim 9, US '368 discloses a magnet detector but does not expressly disclose the 
magnet detector is a Hall effect magnetic proximity detector. 

Lygas however does disclose a magnet detector is a Hall effect magnetic proximity 
detector, (see column 3, lines 42 - column 4, lines 1-19 and 64 - 67) 

Hocker et al. and Lygas are analogous art because they are from similar problem solving 
areas (establishing connection between a portable device and a base unit/holder). At the time of 
the invention it would have been obvious to modify the magnet detector of Hocker et al. to a Hall 
effect magnetic proximity detector as in the admitted prior art of Lygas as the two are obvious 
variants of each other. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Glick et al. in US Patent No. 7120254 discloses a cryptographic system and method 
for geolocking and security digital information. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Laurel Lashley whose telephone number is 571-272-0693. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, alt Fridays btw 7:30 am & 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron, Jr. can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

» 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Laurel Lashley 
Examiner 
Art JJnit 2132 



